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Dear Secretary of State,
 
Re:  Calling for a national strategy on kidney disease

I’m writing on behalf of my constituents who are suffering from kidney disease.

As you will know, kidney disease is the tenth biggest killer worldwide and projected to be the
fifth leading cause of premature mortality by 2040. It is one of the UK’s fastest growing
health crises, affecting over 7 million people in the UK.

All stages of kidney disease are associated with increased risk of mortality, cardiovascular
disease (CVD) and the need for kidney replacement therapy – dialysis or kidney
transplantation.

Kidney disease can impact on a person’s ability to work, causing some people to reduce work
hours, or leave work altogether. Recent data from the Office for National Statistics has shown
that, after hospital diagnosis, the average loss of earnings over five years for chronic kidney
disease was £14,721. This is significantly higher than cardiovascular disease (£6,962) and
diabetes (£5,835) and demonstrates the significant impact of kidney disease on working age
adults.

It is widely recognised that the environmental impact of kidney disease is substantial and
driven by the high water and energy use, waste generation and carbon intensive supply chains
associated with dialysis. The carbon footprint of treating kidney disease in this country is
estimated to be in region of 250,000 CO2 tonnes per year, equivalent to 10,000 extra houses.

The announcement of a cardiovascular disease MSF will benefit some kidney patients, but
there is still more to be done. It will not support children and young people, nor will it benefit
patients with rare kidney diseases. It is estimated that rare kidney diseases cause between 5%
and 10% of all cases of kidney disease at the most advanced stages but disproportionately
account for 25% of all dialysis and transplant patients

Can the government commit to a modern service framework on kidney disease? I would be
happy to discuss this further at a future meeting.

I look forward to hearing from you.

 



Yours Sincerely,

Dr Manuela Perteghella MP
Member of Parliament for Stratford-on-Avon
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